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Figure 14. Psychological symbols. Emojis.

Very glad           Happy          Concerned             Sad               Scared

14	 As	an	example	we	reproduce	here	the	symbol	for	corrosive	products	in	previous	and	present	
forms.

  

        Previous and present forms

15 The investigation was conducted by a group led by Pilar Utrilla of the University of Zaragoza. 
The result was published in 2009 in the Journal of Human Evolution, 57(2), 99-111. We 
reproduce here a part of the abstract: “The engraving seems to reproduce the meandering 
course of a river crossing the upper part of side A of the block, joined by two tributaries near 
two mountains. One of these is identical to the mountain that can be seen from the cave, with 
herds	of	ibex	depicted	on	its	hillsides,	on	both	sides	of	the	gorge	in	front	of	which	the	cave	of	
Abauntz is strategically located. In the southern part of the gorge, there is a completely flat 
area where the watercourses slow down, forming meanders and flooding in springtime. The 
following elements are also represented on the block: tangles of concentric strokes and bundles 
of lines forming very marked meanders. In short, all of these engravings could be a sketch 
or a simple map of the area around the cave. It could represent the plan for a coming hunt or 
perhaps a narrative story of one that had already happened”.

16 It will be useful to visit the following website: http://www.prehistory.it/. 
17 From left to right, the second sample is taken from a scene of hunting of buffaloes in the 

region of Tassili n’Ajjer, in the Sahara Desert of Algeria. The third one comes from Kwa Zulu-
Natal province, South Africa. The fourth one is a fragment of the paintings in the cave of 
Albocàsser in the province of Castelló, Spain.

18 Professor Joan Coromines insisted in that our dictionaries had to be critical and etymological 
at the same time. And he is the author of the best historical dictionary of the Spanish Language 
written up to now: Diccionario Crítico Etimológio Castellano e Hispánico. Madrid: Gredos 
(1980-1991). 

19 In 1973 Holtom wrote to Hugh Brock, editor of Peace News at the time when the anti-nuclear 
movement was created, in an attempt to allay doubts about the design decisions. See Joseph 
Peircy (2013). Symbols. A Universal Language. London: Michael O’Mara .  

20 “The mind does not manufacture abstract concepts out of thin air, either. It adapts machinery 
that is already available, both in the development of the individual organism and in the 
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evolutionary development of the species” (Jackendoff, 1983, p. 118). 
21 Pierre Theilhard de Chardin highlights the fact that, in the course of evolution, man has 

discovered man and has developed the sense of being related to mankind, to life, and to the 
universe. See the Foreword to the English edition of Le phénomène humain, entitled The 
Phenomenon of Man (Teilhard de Chardin, 1970, p. 34).

References
Aitchison, J. (1996). The seeds of speech: Language origin and evolution. Cambridge: Cambridge 

University Press.
Bednarik, R. G. (2010). An overview of Asian palaeoart of the Pleistocene. In Clottes, J. (dir.), L’

art pléistocène dans le monde / Pleistocene art of the world / Arte pleistoceno en el mundo, 
Actes du Congrès IFRAO, Tarascon-sur-Ariège, septembre 2010, Symposium « Art pléistocène 
en Asie ». N° spécial de Préhistoire, Art et Sociétés, Bulletin de la Société Préhistorique 
Ariège-Pyrénées, LXV-LXVI, 2010-2011, CD: pp. 943-954.

Bosch-Gimpera, P. (1913). El problema de la propagación de la escritura en Europa y los signos 
alfabéticos de los dólmenes de Alvao. In Real Academia Española (Ed.), Revista de Archivos, 
Bibliotecas y Museos (pp. 311-322). Madrid: Tipografía de la RABM. 

Brandt, P. A. (2015). What is culture—A grounding question for cognitive semiotics. Language 
and Semiotic Studies, 1(2), 40-60.

Deely, J. (2015). What semiotics is. Language and Semiotic Studies, 1(1), 63-94.
Ding, E.-S. (2015). Semiotics turning cross-cultural. Language and Semiotic Studies, 1(3), 1-12.
Ding, E.-S. (2015). Ubiquitous but arbitrary iconicity. Semiotica, (200), 119-135.
Gao, X., Huang, W.-B., Xu Z.-Q., Ma Z.-B., & Olsen, J. W. (2004). 120-150 ka human tooth and 

ivory engravings from Xinglongdong Cave, Three Gorges Region, South China. Chinese 
Science Bulletin. 49(2), 175-180.

Gärdenfors, P. (2014). The geometry of meaning: Semantics based on conceptual spaces. 
Cambridge: The MIT Press.

Gärdenfors, P. (2015). Semantic transformations. Language and Semiotic Studies, 1(1), 41-51.
Huxley,	J.	(1953).	Evolution in action. Madison: Harper.
Jackendoff, R. (1983). Semantics and cognition. Cambridge: The MIT Press.
Kolsbun, K., & Sweeney, M. (2008). Peace. The biography of a symbol. Washington: National 

Geographic.
Lazarovici, G., Lazarovici, C.-M., & Merlini, M. (2011). Tartaria and the sacred tablets. Cluj-

Napoka: Editura Mega.
Merlini, M. (2004). La scrittura e nata in Europa? Rome: Avverbi Editore.
Merlini, M. (2005). Semiotic approach to the features of the ‘Danube Script’. Documenta 

Praehistorica, 32, 233-251.
Merrell, F. (2015). Framing signs involves more than mere words. Language and Semiotic Studies, 

1(3), 13-34.
Peircy, J. (2013). Symbols. A universal language. London: Michael O’mara. 
Peng, Fei et al. (2012). An engraved artifact from Shuidongou, an Early Late Paleolithic Site in 

Javier Terrado-Pablo



78

Northwest China. Chinese Science Bulletin. 57(35), 4594-4599. 
Sanchez Mazas, A. et al. (Eds.). (2008). Past human migrations in East Asia. Matching 

archaeology, linguistics and genetics. New York: Routledge. 
Saussure, F. de. (1916). Cours de Linguistique générale. Paris: Payot. (Ed., de Charles Bally et 

Albert Sechehaye; Critical Ed., Tullio de Mauro, 1995)
Sinclair, M. (2014). The untold story of the peace sign. (Published online on 10.02.2014 in https://

www.fastcodesign.com/3036540/the-untold-story-of-the-peace-sign)
Teilhard de Chardin, P. (1955). Le phénomène humain. Paris: Seuil. (Published in English by 

Harper Collins, 1970, The Phenomenon of Man	 and	by	Sussex	Press,	1999,	The Human 
Phenomenon)

Terrado, J. (2016). The role of abstraction in the evolution of semiotic systems. Language and 
Semiotic Studies, 2(3), 36-47.

Utrilla, P., & Mazo, C. (2011). Los cantos pintados de la cueva de Abauntz y algunas nuevas 
lecturas del bloque 1. Príncipe de Viana, (253), 23-41.

Utrilla, P., Mazo, C., Sopena, M. C., Martínez-Bea, M., & Domingo, R. (2009). A palaeolithic 
map from 13,660 cal BP: Engraved stone blocks from the Late Magdalenian in Abauntz Cave 
(Navarra, Spain). Human Evolution Journal, 9, 51-67.

Utrilla, P., & Ramón, N. (1992). Hallazgos prehistóricos en la comarca de la Ribagorza (Huesca). 
Bolskan, 9, 51-67.

Vázquez-Hoys, A. M. (2008). Las golondrinas de Tartessos: sobre el origen de la escritura. 
Córdoba: Almuzara.

(Copy editing: Curtis Harrison)

About the author
Javier Terrado-Pablo (jterrado@filcef.udl.cat) is Full Professor at the University of Lleida 
(Spain) and holder of the Chair in Diachronic Linguistics. He worked for the linguist 
Joan Coromines on several historical dictionaries, mainly on one titled Onomasticon 
Cataloniae. He was the organiser of the master The Building of European Union and has 
been the director for the last ten years of the Hispanic Studies Diplom for foreign students. 
His primary research areas are Toponymy, Anthroponymy, Linguistic Study of Documents, 
and Speech Acts Analysis. He is now studying the birth of writing systems in Europe and 
all over the world.

Toward a History of Cross-Cultural Written Symbols


